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had been begun without any clear goal or plan of
operations, and not until, on August 22d, it was
learned that Napoleon and his guards were away
fighting Blticher in Silesia, was it decided to attack
Dresden. Even then the proceedings were most
calm and leisurely. Napoleon's presence, we are
told, usually had the effect of the head of the
Gorgon Medusa; but certainly his absence con-
duced to carelessness and procrastination. Schwar-
zenberg, as we know, had enormous forces at his
disposal, but their march was not hastened, and
by August 25th, only eighty thousand men were
at hand in the neighbourhood of Dresden. Even
so, had the attack, as first intended, taken place at
once the allies would have had every chance of
victory. To be sure the hour set for the attack,
four o'clock in the afternoon, was extraordinarily
late, but even when that hour struck the council of
war was still deliberating. All the disadvantages
of having kings in camp now became apparent.
Their words were so weighty, to themselves at least,
that they had to be listened to with respect; at all
events Schwarzenberg was not the man to stem
their tide of eloquence. "When four o'clock struck
Alexander was still wondering whether it really
was wise to make any attack at all, and after still
further deliberation it was determined to postpone
operations, not until daybreak as Blucher would
have done under similar circumstances, but again
until four o'clock in the afternoon! And mean-
while Napoleon, having no one to consult but